THE ASCENT: THE USE OF WORDS

small may contain twenty or forty thousand. So a sample
of the dictionary is taken at random, the easiest way being
to take the first, or last, word on every tenth, or hundredth
page, according to the size of sample wanted. Suppose
100 words are obtained in this random way and that the child
is found to understand 32 of them, we may then assume that
as far as we can tell, he will understand about 32 per cent.
of the whole dictionary; and we could test this by trying
other random samples of 100*

The best-known such random sample of the language is
that of 100 words used by Terman in his revision of the


	H , aged
	Dre\e/s Children, aged
	
	3 Years 1* Months
	4Ye*rs 6i Months
	2 Isars
 7 Montis

Nouns    .
	48 75
	59*1
	54 5

Proper names Verbs
	5 99 20 66
	3 5 16-9
	1-3 1J 6

Adjectives Pronouns
	11 67 2-36
	11-9 1-9
	12-4 3 4

Adverbs .
	5 21
	3 2
	4-7

Prepositions   . Conjunctions . Unclassified   ,
	3 00 0 47 1-89
	1 6 0 9 1 0
	1 9 1 0 1 2

Binet tests. On that list, Terman found that a child of
ten knew about 30, one of twelve years 40, one of fourteen
50, and an average adult 65, while a selection of more
intelligent adults know 75. Just what is here meant by
" knowing " the word will be found defined in Terman's
book The Measurement of Intelligence, but nothing more than
fair acquaintance with its general significance was required.
Tests dependent on quality of vocabulary (which is almost
certainly associated with extent) include, of course, the time-
honoured essay, so difficult to mark consistently; but also
more definite tests, such as asking the difference between
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